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Racial/ethnic background of U.S. citizens
or permanent residents

Students
Field Total with

Black American Asian/ White temporary
non- Indian/ Pacific Hispanic non- Other or visas

Hispanic Alaskan Islander Hispanic unknown
Native

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 261,240 9,262 898 17,658 8,786 138,238 11,940 74,458

..............Total, science and engineering fields 241,828 8,347 802 16,003 7,891 125,822 11,004 71,959

...............................................Sciences, total 160,615 6,406 628 9,821 5,669 89,942 7,546 40,603

...............................Physical sciences, total 21,831 479 41 1,150 524 11,035 759 7,843
.................................................Astronomy 590 6 1 17 10 362 30 164

..................................................Chemistry 11,911 301 28 694 314 6,287 368 3,919
......................................................Physics 9,029 159 10 432 183 4,208 325 3,712

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 301 13 2 7 17 178 36 48

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 8,733 105 45 238 209 6,063 334 1,739
...............................Atmospheric sciences 731 5 2 38 11 493 15 167

.............................................Geosciences 4,379 35 18 96 88 3,024 168 950
...........................................Oceanography 1,393 10 9 36 47 898 42 351

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,230 55 16 68 63 1,648 109 271

................................Mathematical sciences 10,483 339 16 702 276 5,045 467 3,638

.....................................Computer sciences 27,206 768 68 3,387 560 10,787 1,633 10,003

...................................Agricultural sciences 7,112 147 44 155 208 4,630 161 1,767

.............................Biological sciences, total 28,003 791 88 2,094 932 17,022 1,128 5,948
....................................................Anatomy 551 19 1 46 11 324 21 129

..............................................Biochemistry 2,913 67 9 285 84 1,593 70 805
......................................................Biology 7,070 262 24 367 314 4,623 409 1,071

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,343 59 2 111 48 696 87 340
.................................................Biophysics 528 10 0 72 13 266 46 121

.......................................................Botany 1,210 29 1 39 27 711 31 372
................................................Cell biology 2,091 52 4 205 60 1,276 58 436

.....................................................Ecology 862 12 2 21 23 672 33 99
...........................Entomology/parasitology 754 5 1 20 18 487 12 211

....................................................Genetics 735 14 1 61 24 422 14 199
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,428 63 9 206 82 1,477 76 515

.....................................................Nutrition 1,069 43 3 56 27 547 29 364
..................................................Pathology 776 14 7 84 19 460 37 155

...........................................Pharmacology 1,398 51 2 149 43 830 31 292
.................................................Physiology 1,275 37 5 168 43 738 30 254

.....................................................Zoology 941 6 6 32 18 719 43 117
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,059 48 11 172 78 1,181 101 468

..................................................Psychology 15,314 920 90 554 909 11,028 1,009 804

...................................Social sciences, total 41,933 2,857 236 1,541 2,051 24,332 2,055 8,861
..............................Agricultural economics 1,315 45 2 29 21 565 39 614

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 3,021 82 49 74 149 2,190 125 352
................Economics (except agricultural) 7,239 191 11 386 178 2,594 286 3,593

................................................Geography 2,662 65 8 53 64 1,971 162 339
.................................................Linguistics 976 14 2 54 33 464 42 367

.........................................Political science 15,833 1,441 89 549 901 9,873 854 2,126
...................................................Sociology 3,366 387 23 144 243 1,949 109 511

.............................Sociology/anthropology 335 42 7 2 17 194 26 47
...............................Social sciences, other 7,186 590 45 250 445 4,532 412 912

..........................................Engineering, total 81,213 1,941 174 6,182 2,222 35,880 3,458 31,356
...............................Aerospace engineering 2,755 27 7 119 67 1,216 60 1,259
..............................Agricultural engineering 682 17 2 30 10 300 19 304
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,035 42 5 182 53 1,140 79 534

.................................Chemical engineering 5,339 105 13 321 114 2,403 176 2,207
..........................................Civil engineering 12,294 277 31 781 503 6,397 446 3,859

..................................Electrical engineering 26,562 675 25 2,766 692 9,455 1,276 11,673
....................................Engineering science 1,370 32 6 143 30 693 25 441

..............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 8,664 249 20 448 241 4,402 489 2,815
..............................Mechanical engineering 12,934 308 20 835 332 5,849 549 5,041

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,529 43 27 197 54 1,558 98 1,552
....................................Nuclear engineering 687 9 1 28 18 378 5 248

.......................................Engineering, other 4,362 157 17 332 108 2,089 236 1,423

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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...........................................Total, health fields 19,412 915 96 1,655 895 12,416 936 2,499
.................................................Clinical fields 1,611 60 4 224 52 921 216 134

.............................................Dental sciences 919 17 1 82 66 535 9 209
..........................................................Nursing 2,129 81 18 76 129 1,671 107 47

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,690 77 1 150 40 725 59 638
........Preventive medicine/community health 4,069 308 28 470 243 2,152 183 685

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,094 47 7 33 47 809 45 106
.......................................Veterinary sciences 564 19 2 26 17 317 5 178

.........................................Other health fields 7,336 306 35 594 301 5,286 312 502

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


